
The HOA gets official  …. and has a lot of fun!

Dear Friends

The first HOA AGM had been set for Saturday 22nd August at Hythe Marina.  
Unfortunately in the week preceding the meeting we had notification from 
our Treasurer Keith Tullett that he was ill in France and also our website co-
coordinator Guy Smith sent in his apologies because of work commitments. In 
the event it was felt that with the absence of these two important members of 
the committee and the fact that this was the first HOA AGM that we postponed 
the formal AGM to a later date. Nonetheless an informal meeting was held and 
ten people attended.

After a brief welcome by our Commodore the following items were discussed:
1. There has been increased traffic on the HOA website with requests for copies 
of Dr John Balchin’s book “The David Hillyard Story”. The rights of reprint had 
been given to David Hillyard Ltd but those rights have subsequently been 
withdrawn and permission to reprint has been given to the HOA.
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CONTENTS:                    Page

The HOA gets official!   1&2

Perspective   3 

A tale from a by-gone age  4

Hillyard Rallies   5

East Coast Hillyarders Rally   6

HOA Website Developments  6&7

Where is she now   7

Greetings from the crew   8
of the Sarona

News from ‘across the pond’  8

Obituary    9

Yet another yarn to spin  9

Deepest and Furthest Netherlands  10&11
- Or, Sailing with a Rear-View Mirror

Register your craft   11

Winfrith    12

The Hillyarder
The newsletter of the Hillyard Owners Association Issue 61, November 2009
  www.hillyardyachts.com



Page 2

From Front Cover
The idea was mooted as to whether the 
HOA should invest in the reprint. I was 
very much against this on the basis that 
we should not invest membership fees in 
what is essentially a commercial venture 
and it was generally agreed that we should 
not become involved. Any requests for 
copies of the book should be forwarded 
to Dr Balchin for him to deal with as he 
sees fit.

2. Those present were unanimous in their 
praises of the new style newsletter as 
produced by our new editor Tracey Daley. 
On behalf of Tracey I put forward the 
suggestion that the content would only 
be as good as the material sent in and 
Steve Tiffin suggested that we canvas 
members to send in their stories or 
photographs on the website 6-8 weeks 
prior to publication. This has always 
been a large part of the commodores 
role. Michael Walden suggested we 
should enquire as to whether the editor 
should be recompensed for her work. 
On behalf of Tracey I declined and 
re-iterated that my company was, for 
the time being, prepared to continue 
to support the preparation of the 
newsletter at my premises. The mailing 
out of the newsletter is an unenviable 
task but made very easy by the current 
printers, organised by Alex Tulley, who, for 
a small fee print arranged the mailing. 

It was agreed that simultaneous 
publication of the newsletter as a pdf on 
the HOA website would only bring benefits 
but all were in agreement that a hard copy 
through the post remained absolutely 
desirable and the web copy should not 
replace this.

3. In the absence of Guy Smith we did not 
have the opportunity of discussing web-
technical issues but it was agreed that the 
website works well. It is kept up to date 
but in the future perhaps it could benefit 
from a revamp. Costs for doing this should 
be investigated. The Yahoo discussion 
group also works well but the site is only 
frequented by a handful of regulars and 
we should publicise this facility more and 
perhaps have a direct link from the HOA 
website to the discussion forum. 

4. The sad saga of David Hillyards Limited 
demise was discussed at length.  We 

have had it confirmed that the company 
is now officially in receivership. Sadly 
it was reported that archive material 
that was not destroyed by the fire may 
perhaps have been burned by company 
representatives. Those members who are 
local to what remains of the Littlehampton 
yard will make a last attempt to discover 
whether any documents are left and will 
make an advance to those now in charge 
of the yard to retrieve them on behalf of 
the Association.

5. It was generally agreed that the 
regular HOA meets were welcome. Linda 
Chapman, with agreement from others, 
put forward the point that venues chosen 
can be expensive. It was further agreed 

that we, as organisers, should take more 
care in choosing venues which are better 
value for money and which will suit differing 
budgets. There is continued interest for 
regular meets and a suggestion was put 
forward by Tony Swain for a possible venue 
at Lymington late May early June 2010.

He will forward relevant documents to our 
events coordinator David Hubbard who 
will liaise with Tracey for inclusion in the 
next newsletter. Tony also put forward an 
example from other associations who have 
“At Anchor” meetings and I for one would 
welcome this. Bill Chapman suggested 
Newtown Creek as a possibility.

A possible new location for the January 
London Boatshow meet was suggested by 
John Chambers. This would have the dual 
advantage of a cheaper venue and rather 
closer to the Excel Centre. A different 
London venue found much favour with a 
number of those present.

6. All those present were disappointed that 
some members do not wish to participate 

in meetings but it was pointed out that 
different people have different views and 
tastes. As to membership it was agreed 
that the Association has a good number 
of members but we should publicise more 
actively to crew or family of members that 
membership is not restricted to being 
the owner of a Hillyard yacht. Michael 
has always consistently sought to attract 
and retain members; again with a degree 
of success, as illustrated by our present 
numbers which I am certain would 
otherwise be much lower through wastage 
for all sorts of reasons.

I hope that  the greater emphasis in our 
expanded Aims & Objects to stem the loss 
of yachts by neglect and destruction, with 

a recognition from Owner sellers, & 
buyers that the HOA as a market place 
represents  the best protection for the 
preservation of Hillyard yachts. If only 
the self styled “ non clubbable” Owners 
would acknowledge this we could 
double our Membership.
Similarly, if Members, when 
selling,would inform the HOA of the 
name & address of the purchaser, it 
would be very helpful. 

Affiliation with other (similar) 
Associations was mooted but discarded 

for the immediate future.

Bill would welcome being part of an 
organisation or National Body which gave 
classic boat owners tangible advantages 
such as reductions in expenses such 
as mooring fees and even VAT on goods 
purchased for the boat. France was given 
as an example of where this sort of thing 
takes place to give some advantage to 
classic boat owners.

7. With the demise of Hillyards Ltd there 
has been increased traffic on the “Boat for 
Sale” section of the HOA website and the 
question arose as to whether we should 
charge for this facility. On the whole it was 
agreed that we should remain entirely 
independent of any commercial activity 
and that the administration and potential 
consequences of charging for advertising 
would not make it worth the effort.

8. The AGM date was reset to coincide 
with the London meet in January 2010.

Vincent van Walt
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PERSPECTIVE

Dear Members,

Let us look back 32 years, to the time 
when our Founders, Robert and Pamela 
Keen called that first meeting of Hillyard 
owners back in 1977, and Michael 
Joyce, (HOA President) with Nicky in 
support, accepted the task of organising 
future meetings and running the Hillyard 
Owners Association which he did almost 
single handed for twenty one years. As 
I recall myself when I joined in 1983, 
Association Rallies based on the Solent, 
were very convivial affairs enjoyed by 
friends with a common interest. At that 
time David Hillyard Ltd at Littlehampton, 
although no longer building yachts ,as 
they had done for well over fifty years 
,(the last were built in the mid  70‘s),were 
busy maintaining the fleet and running a 
brokerage for buyers and sellers.

Fast forward to the present; the changes 
are immense. Wooden yachts are 
now a tiny proportion of mostly GRP 
leisure craft, the numbers of which are 
uncountable, available to everyone. 
The shipyard which built our yachts so 
well, sadly closed this year. The yachts 
being older need more TLC (Time, labour 
& Cash), to maintain and keep sailing. 
This has meant that more Hillyards have 
themselves become neglected and each 
year we know, some are destroyed.

I believe the HOA is in a position to stop, 
or at least minimise this deplorable 
erosion of a valuable part of our maritime 

heritage. In fact we have begun to fulfil 
this vital role by providing a market place 
through our website, hillyardyachts 
.com to introduce sellers and buyers of 
Hillyard yachts, providing this service 
at nominal cost. (categorically not as 
brokers charging commission)  Hopefully 
this may encourage, the many owners 
who have not hitherto joined us to do 
so, enabling them as well, to learn from 
the practical experience of others, and 
perhaps enjoy their company from time 
to time. 

DECISION, Time for a change….

Unfortunately, but I feel realistically; after 
ten very enjoyable years as Commodore, 
now 76 years  young, but not with  quite 
so much energy, I have decided to retire 
at this time to make way for a younger 
successor, while remaining to assist 
and advise if called upon. While I feel 
sadness about this, I consider now is a 
good time for a new Commodore to take 
the helm who will cherish the friendly 
nature of the Association, and  develop 
it  further with the aid of an enthusiastic 
Committee now established.

Gillian and I have made lifelong friends 
among Members and enjoyed contact 
with many more. We thank you all for 
your friendship and support which have 
made our Hillyard years such a joy.

Very sincerely

Michael Walden 

DEAR EDITOR
 
Regrettably, work and family pressures 
force me to stand down from the 
committee. Time constraints mean that I 
cannot give the HOA matters the attention 
they deserve. It’s been a pleasure 
working for the Association but the time 
has now come for someone else to take 
over my position. I realise that this may 
be inconvenient timing because of the 
resignation of our Commodore but hope 
that this post will be quickly filled.
 
Vincent van Walt

NEWS OF OUR PRESIDENT

Visiting Michael Joyce and Nicky on 
November 5th at their comfortable 
residential home in Sidcup, Kent, I 
found them both in good spirits and 
very hospitable. Michael was his usual 
cheery self and coping courageously, 
I felt, with the effects of Parkinson’s.  
He remains vitally interested as ever 
in HOA matters and passes on best 
wishes to everyone. 

Let us raise a glass to Michael and 
Nicky this Christmas and recall their 
years of dedication to our Association.

Michael Walden

NOTE FROM EDITOR

The Hillyarder is only possible with 
contributions from members.  A huge 
‘thank you’ to everyone who has 
contributed items for the current issue. 
Now we have established a new layout 
and format please keep your articles, 
items of interest, photographs coming.  
If you would like to see any other items 
please forward your suggestions, 
together with any articles/photographs 
to michael@mwalden.demon.co.uk or 
to myself at russetts@7sun.com. 

The next issue is due Spring 2010 so 
during the dark winter months why not 
take pen to paper and write-up your 
onboard adventures.    I look forward 
to receiving your stories.

Tracey Daley



Page 4

A tale from a bygone age
THE MAYFLY…….. 

Precis by MichaelWalden 
October 2009

A tale from a bygone age over half a 
century ago, a nostalgic and gripping 
account by an East Coast yachtsman now 
in his eighties. Our correspondent, Alan 
Soloway, kindly sent us his manuscript, 
13 pages of A4, of which we are able to  
publish only a part in  THE HILLYARDER due 
to lack of space, for which we apologise 
to the Author, for it is all of interest to 
yachtsmen. The episodes relate to the  
MAYFLY a 4 1/2ton gaff cutter, Hillyard 
built in  1934 not previously known in the 
records of the HOA.

In the year 1954, Alan met one John 
Southern, an experienced sailor at 
Burnham on Crouch , Essex;  who then 
owned a 20ft clinker built boat, but had 
owned larger yachts before the war. “He 
said that that if you earned £10.00 a 
week pre war, you could own cars and 
boats and lead a pretty good lifestyle”. We 
chatted about my need for a larger boat 
for cruising.  He knew about Hillyards, and 
this would be a somewhere to start.

Having spotted the advertisement for 
the MAYFLY, led by John, we arrived at 
Hillyard’s boat yard at Littlehampton 
to view the yacht, and all equipment 
included in the deal, the price £450.00.  
She had a Stuart Turner 4 HP 4 stroke 
inboard engine. We were shown a huge 
locker of gear that came with the boat. 
Pots and pans, cork lifebelt, lots of jibsails, 
2 mainsails, top sails, spars, fenders, 
warps. Primus cooking stove, boathooks, 
fuel cans and funnels, tarpaulins. A good 
condition varnished clinker built pram 
dinghy with oars.  Indeed, so much stuff, 
it couldn’t all possibly fit into the boat. 
Well, I bought it, as advised, subject to 
survey. This was carried out and the 
yacht had a glowing report with regard to 
value, condition of sails and equipment, 
engine and rigging. The ‘sting in the tail’ 
according to the surveyor was that the 
heel of the keel was rotten, and would 
have to be replaced. I visualised this as 

being a major, expensive operation, the 
wood being soft like putty and you could 
put a spike right into it. The matter was 
reported to David Hillyard who responded; 
“Well, he don’t know what he’s talking 
about. That’s a bit of elm, and the boats 
been oot of the water for  two years, once 
that’s back in t’water, after a week  it’ll 

be hard as iron.”  Very strong accent for 
a lovely man ! And it certainly was, hard 
as iron after a week afloat, you almost 
couldn’t hammer a nail into it.

Then follow charming accounts, which 
sadly we have no space to record here ,of 
Alan’s three years with MAYFLY pottering 
about with friends, making eventful  short 
cruises ,as much as precious free time 
allowed, including  channel crossings. 
All the while gaining vital experience. 
Today’s yachtsmen, aided by GPS and 
Radar, can scarcely imagine the immense 
satisfaction of achieving a landfall just 
using chart, log, compass and tide 
tables; while plotting compass  bearings 
to obtain an approximate position from a 
‘cocked hat’ of sighted buoys or perhaps 
barely recognised, features on land.  This 
procedure, augmented some years later, 
by  obtaining a null from Shore Beacons 
from the end of the ferrite rod of a Seafix 
Radio Direction Finder.

THE LAST VOYAGE OF MAYFLY, begun 
so optimistically on the 10th ended on 
Friday 13th of September 1957 with her 
sinking.

The detailed account of the really 
unfortunate circumstances which led to 
the loss of  the MAYFLY, will become  part 
of the archive of the HOA, what follows is 
a precis.

Skipper Alan listened to an unpromising 
Shipping Forecast when aboard the yacht 
in Burnham on Crouch on the Sunday 8th. 

He heard much better reports on Monday 
and a with a glorious Tuesday morning 
Wind F3-4 SW good vis, cast off at 1000,  
planning to make Ostend and needing 
only 24 hours to complete the passage.  
Around  mid afternoon the mainsail was 
reefed down in a freshening wind. Keith, 
a member of the crew was seasick, the 
Skipper took the helm and Keith went 
below. By 1600 the yacht was thundering 
along, under reefed mainsail and jib only 
dipping her bowsprit  into the short steep 
waves of the North Sea in fine style  At 
the 1755 Shipping Forecast,  the three 
aboard, including Jean, a young lady, 
nonchalantly enjoying endless supplies 
of sweets and chocolate, while even the 
Skipper was suffering but not  capitulating 
to the effects of  a very rough passage;  
heard  a Gale Warning, SW  F 6-7 becoming  
F8 by Wednesday morning. An ominous  
prospect the Skipper liked not at all, as it 
would put the yacht on a lee shore. Soon, 
all sail was taken off and for a time the 
yacht lay a hull under bare pole to limit 
leeway with a warp in a bight from the 

stern, one end of which was later moved 
to the windward shroud on the port side. 
In this way she rode the gale with very 
little water coming aboard.  A whole day 
later, by Wednesday evening, short steep 
waves were 20 to 25 ft high. Alan later 
learned that wind was recorded  at F 9 in 
the middle of the North Sea. Keith down 
below, had become very ill with constant 
vomiting and inability to keep any thing 
down, so becoming dehydrated, weak 
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and delirious, which was 
very worrying. A decision was 
made to attempt to attract the 
attention of a passing ship to 
get help for Keith. No Pan 
Pan Medico radio call could 
be sent, there being no radio 
aboard! Distress rockets 
were fired and apparently 
were observed, as a Dutch 
ship  the URSA MINOR came 
alongside, and by shouted  
message, Alan learned that 
the she had no doctor aboard but 
would pass the request for help to the 
cruiser de ZEVEN PROVINCIEN flagship 
of the Dutch Navy which was close by. 
This massive vessel appeared, and 
staying upwind, gave MAYFLY a lea, 
while drifting closer requesting us to 
come alongside. The photo taken by a 
War Correspondent, shows the yacht in 

good order with sheets and 
halyards  neatly stowed , mast 
& spars intact, dinghy on the 
deck and Little Ship Club 
burgee flying proudly from 
the masthead. We climbed 
aboard and were warmly 
welcomed by the crew. The 
warship had  a complement 
of 750 ratings and 75 
officers. In coming alongside 
the wooden fenders MAYFLY 
was severely damaged, to 

the extent she could not continue her 
passage and was then taken in tow by 
ZEVEN PROVINCIEN  and tragically sank 
off Ijmuiden at 2am on Friday the 13th 
of September 1957.

Jean,  Keith and Alan remained 
thankfully aboard and were put ashore 
at the Dutch Naval Base of Den Helder.

THE SEQUEL: 50 years later. Alan 
Soloway, a lifetime cruising yachtsman, 
once Skipper of the MAYFLY, his lovely 
4 ton Hillyard gaff cutter, lying  at the 
bottom  of the North Sea all this time, 
was contacted again by the Royal 
Dutch Navy, thus stirring memories of 
a very alarming experience which very 
fortunately all survived. 

Events Co-ordinator, David Hubbard. hubbard@talktalk.net
Date Event Location Contact
8th January 2010 London Boat 

Show
Naval Club, Hill Street Nim Campbell

nimc@talktalk.net

22nd & 23rd May 
2010

Rally , walk 
ashore & Dinner

Royal Lymington Yacht Club
South Lymington

Tony Swain
anthonyjswain@btinternet.com

5th & 6th June 
2010

Rally & Dinner South West
Fowey

David Hubbard
hubbard@talktalk.net

HILLYARD RALLIES and contacts for your diary. 

Bon voyage!
HOA Members Gaynor Macalister and her husband ,will set sail from Grand Canaria in Mid November on the 13 ton ketch  LADY CORRINE 
built pre war by Hillyards in 1938/39, but launched in 1945, heading for the Caribbean and a 6 month round trip home to Chichester via  
Bermuda and the Azores. Gaynor has promised to send us a report on the voyage with photographs.

Their yacht must be a sister to DORENDA ELLEN in which Ted Hargreaves made trans atlantic voyages a few years back. In the fifties and 
sixties at any one time, it is said  there were half a dozen Hillyards engaged in circumnavigation voyages and ocean passages. Good to know 
forty or fifty years later Hillyards are still ‘ploughing a furrow’. We wish the Macalisters Bon Voyage, Fair winds and safe home !

Are you involved? - Get posting!
When was the last time you took part in the Hillyard Yahoo Group?  ‘Not recently’ or ‘sometime never’, then what are you waiting for? 

The Hillyard Yahoo Group is a free to join forum, started by fellow Hillyard owner Daniel Eugenio, with help from website coordinator Guy 
Smith. All sorts of Hillyard topics are discussed, from voyage reports to restorations etc. It is a great place to exchange ideas and give/receive 
advice – you name it anything Hillyards!

Visit now at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/hillyards/    
Happy posting!

“Crew ashore at Den Helder  Naval Base with 
sailors off   de  Zeven Provincien “
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East Coast 
Hillyarders Rally
By Ted Evans

On one of the beautiful weekends 
we enjoyed in August, this year, 6 
Hillyards congregated at or near 
the Walton and Frinton YC.   Lindy 
(5T) and  Bella Ropha (9T) sailed in 
from Hamford Water,  Ragged Robin 
III (6T) arrived from Woodbridge, to 
join Lucy Maud (12T) and Margo 

(11T) already in the Pond, with 
Didycoy (12T) on her mooring in 
the Walton Channel, near Stephen 
Cressey’s GoldenEye (actually a 
Peter Duck but hankering after 
being a Hillyard).   

Later in the evening, 14 Hillyarders 
sat down to a splendid meal in the 
Walton & Frinton YC. Dress was 
optional but curiously ranged from 
informal at one end of the table, 
to formal at the other end (see 
Fig.), led by the Orwell Mafia, Ken 
Andrews always brings to smarten 
up our gatherings.

The Hillyards were joined in the 
Pond by a putative Hillyard, Cobweb, 
seen in Fig.1 overlapping Ragged 

Robin’s bow and outside 
the largely hidden Bella Ropha.  
Much discussion ensued as to her 
parentage.  We offered the owner 
to do some research after he joined 
the HOA!

We had hoped to be joined by 
a new member of HOA, Simon 
Hyde, who is well on the way to 
completing a major restoration, in 
Woodbridge, of Soothsayer, a lovely 
aft cockpit 8 tonner.  Unfortunately, 

his van broke down en route from 
Leicestershire.  As compensation 
and encouragement, the gathering 

awarded him the Trimley Maid Trophy 
after toasting the Association and 
wishing its Commodore a speedy 
return to good health.

BUNTY
I was just wondering if you have 
any knowledge of the whereabouts 
of ‘Bunty’.  I put much work into 
renovating her about 30 years ago 
and often wonder if
she is still sails?

Any information reply to 
kate.dow-smith@parish.bromley.sch.uk

PHEDRE
9 TONS 1966     
Enquiry from Australia. 
Our record  states last owner in 
1986 Mike and Ros  Vogado HOA 
Members. 8 tonner.
Any news please contact 
marbat@westnet.com.au 

Hillyard  Flag, tie, caps: 
from Michael Walden

Sweats, Polo shirts with HOA logo 
from Cowes

Book: David Hillyard 
Story by John Balchin 
from Michael Walden

John Beale
Walton on Naze
BELLA ROPHA 9tons 1967 
 
Anne Barry
Crosshaven Co Cork
TIMBOLINE ( see For Sale list ) 12 
tons 1961
 
Michael Kemp
Gosport
TALA NOVA13 tons 19674
 
Bryan Luxford & Kathryn Boston
Millbrook.Plymouth
SARONA  8 tons 1968

Where is she now?

Slop Chest

Welcome Aboard
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HOA WEBSITE 
DEVELOPMENTS

www.hillyardyachts.com
    

Following a meeting between Guy Smith 
& Vincent van Walt some changes to our 
website were proposed.  The following 
summary brings us all up-to-date with 
the latest developments but this is your 
website, if you have a view, let us know – 
online, by email, letter or attend the next 
meeting.  Like the newsletter the website 
is only as good as the content we all 
provide – so keep it coming.  Plus a huge 
‘thank you’ to those involved in hosting 
the site (Ken Abraham) and maintaining 
it on a daily basis (Guy Smith).

1. The HOA website works well. Updates 
are prompt. Activity is good, generating 
approximately four genuine email 
enquiries weekly.

2. All the updates are done by Guy Smith 
but he has a backup in case of necessity 
from Alex Tulley.

3. The code used in the website is now 
somewhat dated (almost 10 years) and 
amendments and updates are slightly 
more difficult than if the code was more 
modern. Guy uses a number of programs 
to facilitate this and his familiarity with 
the current system means that he is 
not hugely inconvenienced by the old 
fashioned code. It would be possible 
for other members to be involved with 
the updates. All that would be required 
is some basic training which Guy could 
provide. While writing I would like to 
thank Guy for his substantial contribution 
to maintaining our website.

Despite his familiarity with the site it still 
gives him a substantial amount of work.

4. A revamp of the website could be 
considered. Preliminary investigations 
show that for a clean-up, charges would 
be in the region of £150. For a complete 
re-write a minimum charge would be £350 
but ongoing hosting costs and changes 
might add considerably to this amount. It 

was felt that unless a total re-write would 
make a significant difference in the use-
ability then the re-write charges would 
probably not be justified. It may be worth 
considering but further discussions are 
necessary to establish what benefits a 
new coding would bring. In the meanwhile 
Guy will tidy up some sections particularly 

the news section and the addition of a 
Newsletter tab when the committee has 
made up their minds as to whether they 
wish to include newsletters on
the website. (Both Guy and I are very 
much in favour of this).

5. It needs to be mentioned that our 
member Ken Abraham has hosted 
this site for many years at no cost to 
the Association. It also transpires that 
Ken’s generosity has not been officially 
acknowledged by the Association and I 
do so now unreservedly and apologise on 
behalf of the Association for our lapse of 
good manners. 

6. Twitter is a very useful portal in web 
communication. It is also liked by Google 
and other search engines and it has been 
decided to include it on the website. It 
remains to be decided who will want to 
“Tweet” and the username and password 
will be passed on to those interested. 
Twitter is a powerful communication tool 
which has become immensely popular in 
the last 12 months and is used by private 
individuals, organisations, businesses 
and even politicians. For more information 
see www.twitter.com. This aside from the 
yahoo user’s forum which works well and
can now also be found via a link on the 
website.

Vincent van Walt

FOR SALE:
                                                                 
SAKURA 
13 Ton Ketch
Built by Hillyard 
in 1972. 

LOA:           38’4 (11.68m)
BEAM:        10’4 (  3.15m)
DRAFT:        5’9 (  1.75m)

She is a comfortable liveaboard 
and much admired cruising yacht. 
That has now been laid-up 
ashore for 7 years and has 
comprehensively dried-out.
Survey report available and all 
original paperwork.

Ashore, Chipiona, Cadiz, Spain.

£10.000  o.n.o

For more details call Paul Jenner 
on 00 34 676 359541.

CHLOE 11 
4 Ton
Built in 1925 

A project for a 
brave, patient enthusiast.
Sadly, a good example of a yacht 
following prolonged neglect.

Free delivery 
email :fghocking@yahoo.co.uk  
or tel. 01592 631 663

SWEET 
MARJORAM 
2.5 Ton
Built in 1949 

In sad condition, needs rescuing.  
Hull reclaimable.  Lying Scotland. 
No cash required.

Contact: Simon Horne 
01770 850 516
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Greetings Hillyarders from the crew of Sarona

Here we are sailing SARONA past Mount Edgcumbe in Cornwall - now her home waters.  Bryan is a long established 
stained glass artist, and Kathy is a painter.  We met through our passion for dinghy racing many years ago in Hertfordshire 
(yes, there is some water in Hertfordshire, albeit the gravel-pit variety).

When we moved down to Cornwall we continued with our dinghy racing but ventured out to sea and up rivers on a 
Drascombe coaster.  We even managed to get to Falmouth and back from our base just off Plymouth Sound, however 
we felt we needed a larger vessel, in particular one that Bryan could more or less stand up in!

Research was carried out and a Hillyard seemed to be what we were looking for.  It took nearly four years for the right 
boat to turn up, and that was Sarona.  She had been out of the water for two years and at first the bilge pump went 
every three minutes, but the only major replacements we had to make were radio, fridge and cooker and the kingplank 
supporting the mast.  She does of course require ongoing carpentry but that keeps Bryan happy and out of mischief.

So far we have only been to Salcombe to the east and Fowey to the west but will hopefully extend our sailing when time 
permits.  As you can see from the photo we have defied tradition and repainted her hull squall blue.  This is because all 
our boats including tenders have always been painted this colour, and we like it!!  Sarona was built originally with bilge 
plates which had been removed when we bought her, however we had new ones 
put on as she dries out on a mud berth and we like to “creek-crawl” and dry out 
in remote places.  The plates appear to lessen her rolling at sea slightly too.

We are not bothered about speed, for us Sarona is built for comfort and the 
dinghy racing supplies the adrenalin rush.  We look forward to meeting other 
Hillyard owners soon.

Bryan Luxford and Kathy Boston

News from ‘across the pond’
By Jeremy Webb 
Owner, Barbara Mary

An update on Barbara Mary (ex Joy II, ex Chaa-Sze) from 
a fellow Hillyard owner, Jeremy Webb

Barbara Mary went back into the water on the 12th 
September 2009 after her yearly haul-out at Cowichan 
Shipyard on southern Vancouver Island, British Columbia, 
Canada. This time it was a heavy bottom paint scraping 
(removed 60lbs of paint), 
puttying of topside seams, 
and repainting of topsides, 
boot stripe and antifouling, 
plus a couple of zincs on 
the iron ballast keel. Also 
replaced caulking along 
about 1/3 of the stem under 
the waterline 
Barbara Mary is a Hillyard, 

built 1927. Her design, 
as some Hillyard Owners 
will know, is attributed to 
Albert Strange.  She is 9 
tons, 32 feet on deck, 
originally rigged as a 
cutter, now ketch rigged.  
She is planked with pitch 
pine, oak ribs, copper 
riveted, canvas covered 
decks over original pine 
t&g decking.  We know 
some of her history 
includes the Panama 
Canal, the Fastnet storm of 76, several Atlantic crossings 
and Hawaii.  
Work on a boat of this age (82 years) is constant.  My 
approach is to try to keep on top of the maintenance, but 
not to fuss over it and to go sailing!  
Anyone knowing some of the history of Barbara May 
please let me know.
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OBITUARY
Sir David Mansel Lewis. KCVO. 1927-2009

Member of the Hillyard Owners Association and regular supporter of our London Dinner with his wife Lady Mary. A life long sailor 
and cruising yachtsman, Sir David owned first a Harrison Butler Z class four tonner 
then a 29 ft Dallimore. It was in 1971 he bought NANDHI a 12 ton Hillyard sloop 
built in 1965, only deserting her in 1992 to acquire the 1973 built, 20 ton Hillyard 
Ketch, WENDY WOO flying the white ensign of the Royal Yacht Squadron, to which 
he was elected.

In all these yachts which were based for many years in Burry Port near Llanelli 
Carmarthenshire South Wales, he delighted to cruise every season with Lady Mary 
and friends to Brittany, Isle of Man; Scotland and Ireland.

Sir David was very active in myriad fields and a much loved genial character.

The editor regrets that limited space in THE HILLYARDER prevents a fuller record of 
his life which touched so many. The sympathy of the HOA is extended to Lady Mary 
and family.

Yet Another yarn to spin…..
By Michael Walden and the TRIMLEY MAID

My enthusiasm to cruise again to the Morbihan, the inland sea in 
SW Brittany was fired up by an invitation from Milford Haven to join 
a Welsh flotilla from that port who were to be honoured guests of 
the Breton organisers of La Semaine du Golfe. A festival is staged 
alternately in Pembrokeshire and Brittany. The Celtic connection.

Preparations for the season followed the usual routine, with the 
major exception of removing one and a half tons of pig iron ballast 
for shot blasting and re-painting., then re-stowing in the bilge after 
cleaning accumulated debris of 10 years, and applying Danboline 
bilge paint. Not a task to be undertaken lightly. I hope not to have to 
do the job again on my watch.

A new feature for 2009 was roller reefing for the tan yankee jib 
on the bowsprit which I looked forward to deploying. A major 
improvement obviating the need for bundling the sail when not in 
use, over the pulpit.

By the end of April most of the stores were aboard. Gillian did the 
shopping for a month long cruise for three of us. I was delighted to 
recruit, (no press gang needed) Derek Biddle of COUSIN JACK and a 
crew from Swansea. Mike Auckland with an ideal CV: Yacht Owner, 
Bristol Channel experience, French speaking, Galley cook, and best 
of all; Musician with a fine voice, we later discovered.

Together we left Poole YC Sunday10th May to Anchor overnight in 
South Deep .Departed on passage to Brixham on Monday morning, 
with a fitful, generally light South Easterly wind which meant motor 
sailing to maintain boat speed in order to arrive before a predicted 
F 7/8 West, backing SW gale arrived; which duly hit on Tuesday 
morning when we were snuggled down in port.

A few miles off Brixham we were surrounded by porpoises leaping & 
diving off our bow. A thrilling welcome to Devon, to which I responded 
with whoops and shouts to encourage their antics. I had hoped to 
go to anchor in Fisherman’s Cove to enjoy the solitude and, blowing 
directly on shore. So, we motored round to the Club pontoon but this 
proved untenable so we had to shift to the Marina, a choice of last 

resort for TRIMLEY MAID. However this proved to be a wise move. 
Here we enjoyed the marina showers, local character pubs, fish & 
chips and the Fisherman’s Mission for a hearty breakfast (highly 
recommended).

We remained, gale bound in Brixham until early Thursday 14th when 
we cast off to cross to France. L’aberwrach being a possible stop 
over. In the event, after a ‘too close for comfort’ encounter with a 
big ship crossing our path in the night, in the early hours just before 
dawn we picked up the loom of the Ile de Vierge light. Soon after this 
we decided to lay a course for the Four Light and Chenal de Four and 
carry the tide to Camaret. Here we made rendezvous with the 12 
ton Hillyard VIVONA, friends Keith & Lynn Tullett aboard, out of Mylor 
Cornwall. Having cruised in the area in previous years, I was struck 
by the whole anchorage being laid with mooring buoys, for which a 
charge is made, of course. I suppose this is progress. 
Another gale blew up over the weekend so we were not going 
anywhere.

Unfortunately for me, and worryingly for my crew, I developed a 
health problem serious enough for Lynn Tullett, an experienced 
nurse, to call a Doctor, who in turn summoned an ambulance to 
ferry me to the University Hospital in Brest. Here, I got the best of 
treatment possible and enjoyed the attentions of the very attractive 
French nurses. Meanwhile Derek & Mike sailed across the Goulet 
and  the Rade to a Brest marina, where I met them, having been 
discharged from hospital by the doctors, who advised me to contact 
my own consultant in Bath to continue necessary treatment. In the 
light of this, my crew gallantly elected to sail the yacht home to 
Poole and I stood on the, tearfully, to watch TRIMLEY MAID depart, 
and later boarded an aeroplane for Southampton. 
Here I was met by Gillian, and that same evening, Thursday the 21st 
of May 
entered hospital in Bath where I remained until the 31st of the 
month.

So, no Morbihan festival for me and only two and a half days 
cruising in 2009. I hope “normal service” will be resumed next 
year; we’ll see?



Page 10

Deepest and Furthest 
Netherlands

Or, Sailing with a Rear-View 
Mirror

Ragged Robin’s  cruise in July of 
2009 mainly consisted of fleeing 
from bad weather.  The aim had 
been to get as far north as quickly 
as possible, explore the Frisian 
Islands and if there was time, to 
explore places we had not visited on 
previous cruises, even if this meant 
missing out obvious favourites.
The passage over, from Woodbridge 
Haven to Ijmuiden was classic: 
choose a marginal weather forecast 
and go!    The two of us can cope 
with 26 hour passages - but not so 
easily if one is laid low with sea-
sickness.  That left the skipper on 
the wheel for 24 hours solid with 
a quartering sea building up to 
sizeable proportions off Ijmuiden 
and the autohelm unable to cope.  
We had to request permission to 
enter the harbour before we could 
find shelter enough to lower sail.  It 
took a couple of days for our guts 
to recover; by then we were well 
up the Noordhollandsch Kanaal at 
delightful Zaanse Schans.   Here 
the windmills are industrial mills, 
sawing logs, grinding pigments, 
pounding seeds for oil, surrounded 
by a reconstructed 19C village, 

including the first Albert Hein (now 
a SuperMarket Chain) shop.  
Then on to our first anchorage, in 
the Alkmaardermeer, to shelter from 
the next blow.   
Delightful Alkmaar afforded the 

next shelter, and the opportunity 
to hear the oldest working organ in 
the Netherlands played in the Grote 
Kerk.  
Then overnight in Den Helsder before 
the short hop across to Oudeschild, 
on the most western of the Frisian 
Islands, Texel.  We took almost the 
last vacant berth, as yachts poured 
in to escape the hooley forecast for 
the afternoon.  Hiring bikes from the 
Marina store, we explored Den Burg 
and the highest point on the Island, 
called Hoge Berg (high mountain) 
all of 15 metres above sea level.  
The forecast for the next day was 
excellent, but F6 later.   Virtually 
the whole harbour decamped, en 
route to Harlingen on the mainland, 
via the shallow channels across the 
Wadden.
Harlingen is one of our favourite 
harbours, tucked up in the very 
friendly HWSV marina established in 
the old town marine defences.  It is 
a short distance from our favourite 
Fish Restaurant: De TJotter, not to 
be missed.
The weather deteriorated again, and 

it was clear that sailing outside the 
mainland was out of the question, 
so inland, down the canals we go, 
first down the new mast up route 
south of Leewarden to Grou (try that 
route on your chart plotter!).  This is 
where the rear-view mirror comes in 
handy!
Our favourite spots in this area are 
Earnewald and the Heegermeer, 
both hewn out of peat like our 
Norfolk Broads but on a much 
grander scale.  Anchoring in the 
Grote Gaastmeer , with plenty of 
shelter, was a delight after a white-
out across the Heegermeer.  

The 6 hourly forecasts, in synthesised 
English, of the Dutch Coast Guard are 

excellent in location and accuracy, 
the first at the convenient local time 
of 0805.  But we had a new phrase: 
“thundery atmospheric disturbance” 
on top of SW 5-6 occasionally 7 to 
worry about.  So deeper we head 
into the canals, through Woudsend, 
the Slotermeer and Tsjeukermeer 
to Steenwijk for the night.  Thames 
had WSW 5-7 becoming 8; we were 
given SW 7.  Some of the longer 
straighter canals had a nasty fetch, 
but we battled on to Kampen, an 
old Hanseatic port originally on the 
Zuider Zee.  This was before the 
eastern polder of Flevoland was 
reclaimed, creating the Randmeren 
- a narrow very sheltered channel on 
what was the old eastern shore of 
the Zuider Zee but still retaining the 
lovely harbours of Kampen, Elburg, 
and Spaakenburg.   Our stay in the 
last coincided with the first of their 
Spaakenburg Days - a huge street 
fair surrounding the traditional 
wooden fishing boats crammed into 
the tiny old harbour, and populated 
by locals in traditional costumes.  
Next day, the wind moderated so we 
could tackle the south end of the 
Zuider Zee across to Amsterdam, 
where we stayed in the Aeolus 
Marina, east of the more familiar 
Sixhaven to avoid the noise of the 
construction works on the N-S 
underground line.  The point of this 
visit was to go round the Rijksmuseum 
closed when we last visited 5 years 
ago for refurbishment.  Still closed 
(apart from a selection of the great 
collection of paintings), in spite of 
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the huge “Open” sign across the 
front!  Compensation was afforded 
by the spectacular new Hermitage 
Museum showing a changing 
exhibition of Russian treasures.
By now the weather was definitely 
improving and words like “actually 
not raining” and “Nice Day” appear in 
the log, as we sped westwards to the 
complex of canals passing through 
Haarlem, another favourite.  We 
joined, as the only two native English 
speakers, a group of enthusiastic 
Haarlemmers in a “scratch” sung 
Anglican Evensong in the Bavokerk, 
accompanied by the world-famous 
fabulous organ on which the 11 year 
old Mozart played.
Having kept on pushing on, we were 
now ahead of schedule and a side 
trip could be made to Leiden from the 
southern end of the Kagerplassen: 
Broads-like waterways and lakes.  
From Leiden we took the train to the 
equally quaint Delft.
Then on to another favourite, 
Dordrecht, mooring in the 
Nieuwehaven, the middle harbour 
further away from the Grote Kerk’s 
carillion playing every quarter an 
hour - but not during the night.
Another side trip followed - down 
the Spui into the Haringvliet, to 
Hellevoetsluis which we had not 
visited before.  We even went 

swimming!   Then on to anchor in 
the Gravelingermeer in the shelter 
of an island.
Zierikzee was the next stop, before 
leaving the interior at the Roompot 
Sluis and a comfortable passage 
to Blankenberge, choc-a-block full.  

By now, we were into August and 
the build up of the high pressure 
system over the UK.   This resulted 
in a lovely passage back across the 
N Sea bringing up under anchor 
in the Walton Backwaters after a 
661M cruise.  Surrounded by beauty 
and curlews - and lovely weather, 
as always we asked ourselves “why 
ever do we go away?” 

Register your boat to preserve 
our heritage for the future

Love your Hillyard – then it’s up to 
you to get involved.  David xxxx has 
been in touch with Captain Hogg 
at the Maritime Museum to review 
the data he has on the HOA.  The 
sad news is, to date; only 28 boats 
are registered - even after all the 
previous prompts to members.
If we are really intent on preserving 
our boats and heritage we need you 
– owners – to sign up to the register.  
There is NO cost or possibility of 
infringement of personal privacy 
- but the registration of Historic 
Craft now has a start length of 33 
feet instead of 50 feet so a lot of 
Hillyards will now be accepted. 
The Small Craft register will cover up 
to 33 feet from 14feet.
Any boats registered will have their 
data available to all who wish to 
see it - this can only help the HOA 
in its drive for the preservation of 
part of our heritage in the form of a 
record but, more importantly, prompt 
owners and the interested public to 
realise that these craft will never be 
built again to be passed to a future 
generation, so assistance in the 
discovery of abandoned/derelict 
craft will hopefully save some.
The museum has cross referenced 
indexes from old magazines and has 
a database of Hillyard articles. As 
a result, Captain Hogg has asked if 
we could provide more in the form 
of articles on restorations and other 
relevant news on our boats, please 
feel free to forward any relevant 
information directly to the museum.
A copy of the David Hillyard story 
will be donated to the museum 
library but please could members 
whose yacht is not on the register 
add it now so the next generation of 
wooden boat enthusiasts is aware of 
their inheritance.

Visit: 
www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk/index.php
for more information.



In this issue of The Hillyarder we join Winfrith 
as she sets off to Falmouth in the company 
of Bill, Michael, Jan and John for a great sail 
towards Penzance. And, after an overnight 
stop, an early start for a motor sail around 
Lands End and past the Long Ships, Wind 
NE 18 – 20 knots so ‘on the nose’ for our 
destination – Padstow.

Disaster struck when our engine gave out.  
Despite the valiant efforts of John and a 
lot of technical language being spoken to 
it, our Perkins 4108 resolutely refused to 
cooperate. (Isn’t it funny how many technical 
engine repair jargon begins with  a ‘B’ and 
how it is always  the 5/8th spanner that goes 
down into the bilges!!??)

The Falmouth coastguard was radioed – who 
happened to be ion strike – to ask for advice.  
They told us the best bet was to head back 
to Newlyn as to try for Padstow in that wind 
and tide was asking for trouble.  Newlyn it 
was then!

We made it back round Land End in one 
tack, the sun shone and the wind and tide 
were just fabulous.  It was only when we 
turned to get into Mounts Bay that we had 
problems.  Every time we tacked across we 
were only making about a yard up the bay!  
On the tenth tack John espied a lifeboat and 
asked me to stick my thumb up... They cam e 
alongside and said they had been looking for 
us but we were much further up the Bay than 
they though possible. Evidently Falmouth 
Coastguard had asked them to look out for 
us. What a service!

They towed us into Newlyn and their 
mechanic promised to come and help us out 
in the morning – Large G&T and bed!

Next morning various mechanics and 
Fishermen were in our cockpit.  There was 
much technical talk and I was kept busy 
making bacon butties and gallons of tea. 
We also had the radioman down as our 
brand new radio had decided not to receive 
messages from the Coast Guard the day 
before (which was why the Lifeboat came 
looking for us).

Two days later we had the engine running, the 
galley was restocked and we tried again….

Motor sailed out of Newlyn, damp start and a 
bit lumpy round the Long Ships but this time 
we had the tide with us and fairly whizzed up 
to St Ives Bay where we set course for Milford 
haven, our next Festival of the Sea.

Rain persistent now.  Oilies leaking.  Changed 
clothes half way across the Bristol Channel 
ending up with four hats on (2 hoody fleeces, 
Hillyards cap and oilie hood) – what a sight!  
But dolphins accompanied us after dark 
which cheered us no end.  Midnight and the 
wind and rain increased, as did the waves.  
0300 and the sky began to lighten but still no 
sight of light houses to guide us.  GPS playing 
up.  Wind up to 25knots now so we drop the 
main and motor towards where we think 
the light house is.  Thick fog on the coast is 
blocking the sight.

Both rather exhausted when the engine 
decided to give up again. For the first time I 
felt really scared.  Huge waves and wind now 
30 knots as we scrambled to get the bright 
orange storm jib deployed.
Meanwhile John made another plot on the 
chart and we realized we were drifting into 
the e big ship’s channel.  I tried the radio and 
found that had packed up again – what is it 
about us and gadgets?  Only one thing to do: 
John got out the flares and for the first time in 
his sailing career set one off!

It was a sight to behold and quite exciting if 
only we hadn’t been so petrified.  The thing 
packed such a punch John nearly went over 
the side.  After 20 minutes and no response 
we sent up another flare.  We were running 
on adrenalin, concentrating on scanning the 
fog for any sign of life.

Suddenly a huge orange tanker loomed from 
the mist.  We were sure it would run us down 
but they had seen the flare and had come to 
help. I grabbed the handheld GPS and yelled: 
“Large orange vessel to port, can you hear 
me?”

His reply cam back: “Leetle wooden buote, 
leetle wooden buote, are you in trueblel?”
Despite our fear and exhaustion we found 
we were in an episode of ‘Ello ‘Ello – how we 
laughed!     

The Coast Guard was alerted by the tanker 
and he stayed alongside us to save us being 
run down until the lifeboat came – what a 
gent!  His last words to us were: “Weenifrith, I 
have spukken to the cuerst gard and the leef 
buote is launched even as we spikk.”  For the 
rest of the cruise – and we went on – our call 
sign between friends was Leetle Woooden 
Buote!

Look out for the next installment of Winfrith’s 
great adventure in the next issue of The 
Hillyarder.

PART 2 OF WINFRITHS EPIC VOYAGE 
by Jan & John Ridgeway
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